How cancers escape their oncogene habit.
Many recent reports demonstrate that at least initially, the inactivation of an oncogene can induce sustained regression of even a highly invasive and genetically complex cancer. However, upon prolonged oncogene inactivation, some cancers ultimately relapse, becoming independent of the very oncogene that initiated the process of tumorigenesis. Understanding the specific mechanisms by which cancers can escape dependence upon a particular oncogene will be critical to anticipate mechanisms by which human cancers will evade therapies that target individual oncogenes. Thereby, more effective strategies will be developed to clinically treat cancer.